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SUBJECT: DISTURBANCES IN HEBRON 

REF: A) JERUSALEM 1214 B) JERUSALEM 1194 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

1. JERUSALEM POST REPORTS AUGUST 1 THAT DEFMIN 
PERES. IN MEETING PREVIOUS DAY WITH JEWISH SETTLERS 
AT KIR Y AT ARBA, ANNOUNCED THAT JEWISH SITES IN 
HEBRON ITSELF WOULD BE FENCED IN. PERES ALSO 
PROMISED TO DEAL WITH THE CONFLICT OVER THE USE 
OF THE TOMB OF THE PATRIARCHS BY MUSLIMS AND 
JEWS, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT MAKE IT CLEAR WHETHER 
HE WAS CONSIDERING CHANGING THE EXISTING SCHEDULE 
FOR VISITATION BY THE TWO COMMUNITIES. 

2. KIR Y AT ARBA RESIDENTS INFORMED PERES OF 
THEIR PREFERENCE FOR A PARTITION OF TOMB OF THE 
PATRIARCHS WHICH WOULD PROVIDE ACCESS FOR JEWS 
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TO MACHPELA CAVE (TRADITIONAL BURIAL SITE OF ABRAHAM) 
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AND FOR MUSLIMS TO MOSQUE WHICH SHARES SAME SITE. 

MUSLIMS OPPOSE THIS ARRANGEMENT, CLAIMING THAT TOMB 
OF PATRIARCHS IN ITS ENTIRETY IS ALSO SACRED 
TO THEM. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. 

3. WE DISCUSSED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN HEBRON JULY 
31 WITH KNOWLEDGABLE WEST BANK CORRESPONDENT FOR 
DAVAR (RUBENSTEIN). ACCORDING TO HIM, JULY 29 

CLASH REPORTED REFTEL A WAS DESIRED RESULT OF RECENT 
PROVOCATIONS ENGINEERED BY GUSH EMUNIM, WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS BEING MOTIVATING FORCE IN CAMPAIGN TO 
INCREASE JEWISH PRESENCE IN HEBRON PROPER. AS 
EXAMPLE OF PROVOCATIONS, RUBENSTEIN CITED PRESS RE- 
PORTS OF MOSLEM REFUSAL TO COMPLY WITH ESTABLISHED 
GROUNDRULES AT TOMB OF PATRIARCHS. HE CITED GUSH 
EMUNIM AS SOURCE OF SUCH REPORTS, WHICH SOME ISRAELI 
NEWSPAPERS REPRODUCED BUT WHICH HE CLAIMS WERE IN 
FACT FABRICATIONS. (SEE ALSO PARA 6 OF REFTEL B.) 

4. RUBENSTEIN SAID THAT RESIDENTS OF KIR Y AT ARBA 

AND GUSH EMUNIM HOPE THAT PUBLICITY AROUSED BY INCIDENTS OF VIO- 
LENCE WILL PRODUCE SYMPATHY FOR THEIR CAUSE AMONG ISRAELI 
PUBLIC AND WILL ENGAGE GOI IN PROBLEM, IN PARTICULAR 
DEFMIN PERES IN HIS ROLE AS MINISTER RESPONSIBLE 
FOR OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

5. BASED ON RUBENSTEIN'S SOURCES, STRATEGY OF 
JEWISH LEADERSHIP IS TO SEEK PERES' APPROVAL 

OF COMPROMISE WHICH WILL APPEAR AS REASONABLE ATTEMPT 

TO DEFUSE IMMEDIATE SITUATION, BUT WHICH WILL 

IN FACT ALTER TRADITIONAL STATUS QUO IN TREATMENT 

OF TOMB AND OTHER HOLY PLACES. ONCE THIS IS 

DONE, LEADERS BELIEVE WAY WILL BE OPEN FOR LONGER 

TERM PROCESS OF CHANGING CHARACTER OF HEBRON BIT 

BY BIT. 

6. COMMENT: GUSH EMUNIM MAY WELL HAVE CONCLUDED 
FROM ITS EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH PERES 
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OVER SETTLEMENT AT OFRA (TEL AVIV 3880) THAT HE 
WOULD BE USEFUL PARTNER IN THEIR EFFORT TO INCREASE 
JEWISH PRESENCE IN HEBRON. HIS DECISION TO ENCLOSE 
JEWISH SITES IN THE CITY MAY ENCOURAGE THEM IN 
SUCH THINKING; IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HOWEVER, HOW 
HE HANDLES QUESTION OF TOMB OF THE PARRIARCHS, 

WHICH IS TRADITIONALLY EMOTIONAL MATTER FOR BOTH 
JEWS AND MUSLIMS. 
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